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BE AN ENTREPRENEUR 
STUDENTS BEGIN THE L3 INNOVATION CHALLENGE

Youth CITIES, an organization that educates and nurtures middle and high school students with 
interests in STEAM, runs the L3 Innovation Challenge, which meets at Lab Central, a famous lab near 
MIT. The L3 Innovation Challenge is a seven-week program with around 25 students from the Boston 
area who learn how medical technology is developed. Guidance is provided by staff from places like 
Boston Children’s Hospital and the Museum of Science. This year researchers from Bose Corporation 
(audio products) is also involved.  Students divide into teams to develop ideas for products, which 

The Scholars Program members this year are:

Seniors
1. Dora, China
2. Jiho, South Korea
3. Long, Vietnam
4. Mia, Vietnam
5. Martina, USA
6. Sabrina, Taiwan
7. Norah, USA
8. Ding, China

9. Luisa, Brazil
10. DoHa, Vietnam
11. Khai, Vietnam
12. Alex, Russia
13. Maya, Bulgaria
14. Caden, USA
15. Tova, USA
16. Jenny, Vietnam

Juniors
1. Nihat, Azerbaijan
2. Rafael, Brazil
3. Jaafar, Morocco
4. Blake, Vietnam
5. Willy, Thailand



BE A CATS SCHOLAR
STUDENTS TOUR TOP COLLEGES IN CONNECTICUT

On October 19, students visited the University of Connecticut, a research university in a semi-
rural setting.  Later, they arrived at Trinity College, a liberal arts college in Hartford, the largest 
city in Connecticut.  Well-known to students from private schools in the U.S., Trinity is making 
efforts to become more diverse, and this year has 15% international students. The Scholars had 
interviews in the Admissions Office, before attending an information session and a tour of the 
campus. The information session detailed student life at Trinity, and the Assistant Director of 
Admissions provided careful guidance for applicants.  His list of do’s and don’ts included:

• Do send an extra reference by a coach or mentor who knows you well.
• Do answer all optional questions on the application.
• Do use good grammar and pay attention to details on the minor questions on the

application – not just the essay.
• Don’t refer to another college on the application.

The campus tour was led by a second-year student from the Republic of Georgia (and graduate 
of Phillips Andover).  In addition to working for the Admissions Office, she is a representative 
in the student government, and active in the International Student House at Trinity. Double 
majoring in Economics and International Relations, with a minor in Arabic, she explained the 
many possible academic paths at Trinity.  

After lunch in the main dining hall, students visited the Mark Twain House and Museum. Twain 
was an outspoken critic of Jim Crow (the laws which made life difficult for the black community 
for 100 years after the Civil War) and U.S. imperialism. Twain was a keen observer of his times, as 
well as one of America’s foremost writers.  

Late in the afternoon, students visited Middletown Connecticut, 15 miles south of Hartford, home 
of Wesleyan University, another well-known liberal arts college.  They returned to Braintree in the 
evening, in good spirits after the adventure.  
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A GUIDE TO COLLEGE COUNSELING IN THE U.S.
WEBINAR RAN BY DR DAVID HOOKS, DIRECTOR OF COLLEGE COUNSELING

Guiding attendees on the college counseling process in the U.S., Dr David Hooks presented a 
webinar to share his knowledge and experience with agents, parents and students. 

Topics that were covered include:

• The university application process in the U.S.

• Admission into a selective school

• College counseling at CATS Academy

• Hints and tips to improve your college application

• Making your final decision

If you missed the live webinar, you can watch the recorded version here: 

RECORDED VERSION

https://ceg-uk.sharefile.com/d-s64b565a1f1c413f9
https://ceg-uk.sharefile.com/d-s64b565a1f1c413f9


SET BUILDING UNDERWAY FOR 
THIS YEAR’S PRODUCTION, 
PETER AND THE STARCATCHER 

Students have been using their creative skills to build the 
set for this year’s production, Peter and the Starcatcher, 
a prequel to Peter Pan based on the children’s book by 
Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson (www.stageagent.com). 

SOCCER WINS

Congratulations to the girls’ soccer team on their 
dominant, 12-0 win over Woodward School and 8-5 
win over Bradford Christian Academy. The girls have 
achieved the most successful season for a girls team in 
CATS soccer history. 

A second congratulations to our boys’ soccer team on 
their 5-4 win over MacDuffie School. The team now has 
an overall score of 7-3 and are headed to the playoffs.

THE LATEST NEWS AND EVENTS

CATS CAFE

Our annual CATS Cafe session took place this 
month, showcasing musical talents from our 
students and teachers to the rest of the school. 

Students and teachers get together to play a 
variety of instruments, sing, or just to watch a 
truly entertaining show.
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