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TEDX COMES TO CATS
TED is a nonprofit devoted to spreading ideas, usually in the form of short, powerful talks (18 minutes or less). The TEDx event
at CATS Academy has been set up by our student Julie from Vietnam, who says she wanted to represent the diversity of our
student body through unique ideas, passions and perspectives.
DoHa from Vietnam
presenting his TEDx talk

DoHa from Vietnam, A speaker at the TEDx event, has written this
article to describe the inspiring talks:
On February 21, CATS Academy Boston hosted its first TEDx event. There
were 9 students who gave talks on subjects ranging from “How augmented
reality can change your job” to a “Speechless message”. The nine students
who presented talks were: Yan, Tomoyo, DoHa, Julie, Aziz, Ashly, Jim, Luis and
Anastasia.

Each student spoke about a topic that engaged their passion and hopes to inspire others who attended and will eventually
see the event online. I was also a speaker at this exciting event. My topic was “From introvert to extrovert: Can the internet play
a vital role.” I also had the opportunity to interview Julie, our schools first TEDx event organizer:

What made you decide to organize a TEDx event for our school?
I decided to organize a TEDx event at CATS because I have watched a lot of TED
talks and have always felt very inspired by them. At CATS we have a diverse
student body, so I wanted to create a platform for anyone here to share their
unique ideas, passions, perspectives and talents. I thought that a TEDx event
would be a unique way to bring everybody together.

Julie from Vietnam, the founder of
the TEDx event at CATS Academy

What do you consider the most difficult challenge in organizing this event?
Because this was my first time organizing a TEDx event, it was difficult to get the license approved from the TED organization
but it was worth it to introduce this new event to everybody at CATS. In order to organize a professional event, I needed to
reach out to not only students but also to teachers for their help regarding media, logistics, design and all the
behind-the-scenes stuff. They were all so helpful!

Enrol now and be your best
+44 (0)1223 345698 admissions@ceg-uk.com

catseducation.com
PREPARING YOU FOR UNIVERSITY SUCCESS

Follow CATS Education

OUR FIRST EVER TECH FAIR
STUDENTS SHOWCASE THEIR INNOVATIVE PROJECTS
Our passionate tech students organised the first ever CATS
Academy tech fair this month, to showcase their outstanding
projects and models. The first ever Tech Fair at CATS Academy
gave students the opportunity to showcase their skills. Most
of the students that participated had taken AP Robotics or AP
Computer Science, although some students had worked on
projects after class.

Muhammad Najib, one of our Math Teachers at CATS
Academy, tells us about some examples of outstanding
student projects showcased at the fair:
“The AP Computer Science students presented various
projects mostly designed in Java programming language.
Some students who participated include Alex, Dima, Minh,
and Serafina. Alex, for example, made a graphical based game in Java called “Game of Fifteen”, where a user has to move
around tiles to set all tiles in increasing order of their values. Dima made an iPhone app that displayed a count down
clock to CATS graduation day for this year. There were several other projects that the students presented after months of
consistent effort and learning.”

A 3D-PRINTED SEASHELL THAT
GLOWS FROM THE INSIDE

A DEMONSTRATION OF OUR
SCHOOL’S VINYL STICKER CUTTER

This DIY prop was used in last year’s
musical, The Little Mermaid. This was
created using the school’s 3D scanner
to make a digital model of a seashell.
Then, the shell was printed on the
school’s 3D printer using translucent
filament. Next, the students wrote an
Arduino (coding software) program
that governed the rainbow pattern
of the LEDs. Finally, the students
assembled all parts of the shell.
The shell was an iconic part of the
musical production.

Some students walked away with
custom-designed stickers for their
binders or laptops.

Using an Arduino microcontroller
to dim and brighten strings of LEDs.
The whole thing is self-contained in a
mason jar, including a rechargeable
battery and a charging circuit. The
student took inspiration from a
project she saw in a magazine.
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A prototype Arduino robot that may be
controlled by a phone via Bluetooth.
A robot that waved its arm when the
ambient light gets too dim.

A DIY “FIREFLIES IN A JAR”
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ROBOTIC PROJECTS

A self-balancing robot that uses sensors
and an Arduino microcontroller to stay
upright on only two wheels.
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HAPPY YEAR OF THE PIG
STUDENTS CELEBRATE CHINESE NEW YEAR
Chinese New Year, also known as Lunar New Year, is one of the most
important holidays in East Asian culture. The Chinese lunisolar calendar
indicates both the phase of the moon, as well as the time of the solar year.
Celebrations begin on Chinese New Year’s Eve and last for around 15 days.
Before the celebration takes place, it is a tradition for people to clean their
houses thoroughly and display traditional New Year’s decorations.
At CATS Academy, our student ambassadors celebrated Chinese New Year
by offering traditional Chinese and Vietnamese food, candy, milk, and lucky
money to the CATS community. Some students also took a visit to Boston
Chinatown to watch the dragon parade and the flower festival.

Student ambassadors offering traditional
Chinese and Vietnamese treats

CELEBRATING OUR DIVERSITY
THE CATS ACADEMY CULTURE FAIR

Mr Angell, Head of School, talks about the importance
of the culture fair, and how it showcases the variety of
nationalities at CATS Academy Boston:
“The culture fair is a wonderful event filled with lots of food,
music and dancing. It is a true highlight of our school year
and every year I wonder if it can get any better. This year,
it certainly did. The food, entertainment, decorations, and
costumes were fantastic and the enthusiasm of students
and staff was obvious. I want to give a particular shout out
to Ms Carroll, Mr Lewan, Mr Cerberano, the kitchen staff who
allowed us to use their cooking equipment, and to all the other
students and staff who supported making this a wonderful
celebration of the many cultures represented in our school.
Thanks to you all for the incredible energy and enthusiasm
you showed and for the time and effort you put in.”
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LOVE IS IN THE AIR
VALENTINES DAY AT CATS ACADEMY
Student’s celebrated Valentine’s day this year with lots of fun activities.
The first being a selfless act where our students identified that February
is the worst time for Food Shelves across the country, so they started
“a Valentine’s food drive” where they encouraged others to bring in a
canned good or non-perishable food item.
To end the day on some fun, valentine’s dance was arranged for our
students where they could dance with their friends or just indulge in the
delicious sweet treats.

POETRY OUT LOUD
THE WHOLE-SCHOOL POETRY COMPETITION

Alex, a student from Russia, gives her view on
the poetry competition:
With almost 20 participants, the event was a wonderful
celebration of poetry and a memorable experience for everyone.
Congratulations to those who presented their poems in front of
the whole school. And a special shout out to Luisa for winning the
competition with her engaging recitations of Robert Frost’s “The
Road Not Taken” and John Barryman’s “Dream Song 14”.

DISNEY ON ICE
DISNEY ON ICE PRESENTS WORLDS OF ENCHANTMENT
Students had the chance to see the amazing show,
“Disney on Ice” at the TD Garden arena in Boston. Performing the
stories of “Cars”, “The Little Mermaid”, “Toy Story” and “Frozen”,
our students got to see some of their childhood favourites
performed on stage and bought to life on ice.

SPORT HIGHLIGHTS
GIRLS BASKETBALL SUCCESS

Our CATS Academy girls’ basketball team encountered
both ups and downs throughout their very successful
season. Mr Wilkins, Director of Athletics and Activities,
said “The team finished their season with a record of
8-5, finishing second on the Girls Independent League,
making the postseason playoffs for the second year in
a row. Thank you to the great coaching efforts of Ms
Schneider, who also teaches Math and Mr O’Brien, one
of our test preparation and English teachers.”
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